
TREATIES AND OTHER INTERNATIONAL ACTS SERIES 11-304 
________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

 
 

NARCOTIC DRUGS 
 
Aerial Interception Assistance 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    Agreement Between the 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

and MEXICO 

 
 
 
Effected by Exchange of Notes at 
Washington March 2 and 4, 2011 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 



 

 

 
               NOTE BY THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

 
   Pursuant to Public Law 89—497, approved July 8, 1966 
(80 Stat. 271; 1 U.S.C. 113)— 
 
“. . .the Treaties and Other International Acts Series issued 
under the authority of the Secretary of State shall be competent 
 evidence . . . of the treaties, international agreements other than 
treaties, and proclamations by the President of such treaties and 
international agreements other than treaties, as the case may be,  
therein contained, in all the courts of law and equity and of maritime 
jurisdiction, and in all the tribunals and public offices of the 
United States, and of the several States, without any further proof 
or authentication thereof.” 
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Narcotic Drugs:  Aerial Interception Assistance 

 
                                             Agreement effected by exchange of notes at  
                                                 Washington March 2 and 4, 2011; 
                                             Entered into force March 4, 2011. 

 













UNOFFICIAL TRANSLATION

01554

The Embassy of Mexico presents its compliments to the Department of State and
refers to the Department's Note of March 2n d, 2011, regarding the cooperation in aerial interception
which reads as follows:

"The Department of State presents its compliments to the Embassy of Mexico and
refers to the ongoing counter-narcotics cooperation between the Government of the United States
of America and the Government of the United Mexican States, specifically cooperation for the
promotion of safety and security in civil aviation.

The Government of the United States of America intends to provide assistance to
the Government of the United Mexican States in locating, identifying, tracking, and sharing
information for the interception of suspect civil aircraft in Mexico's airspace as part of the
cooperative effort to facilitate the interruption of transnational organized crime routes and facilitate
the arrest of persons involved in organized crime.

In accordance with international law, the Government of the United States of
America proposes the following provisions with regard to the use of any such assistance provided by
the Government of the United States of America as part of this cooperation:

(a) The Government of the United Mexican States will carry out air interception
activities consistent with applicable domestic law and the provisions of the treaties
binding to the United Mexican States and the United States of America;

(b) The Government of the United Mexican States will not:

- Damage, destroy, or disable civil aircraft in service;

- Threaten to damage, destroy, or disable civil aircraft in service.

This will not be interpreted as a waiver or restriction of the right of the Government
of the United Mexican States to use weapons in the context of an act of self-defense
pursuant to applicable international law.

(c) The Government of the United Mexican States will issue a communication
instructing all Mexican authorities involved in aerial interception, that
notwithstanding any other provision regarding the interception of Civil Aircraft, they
shall not damage, destroy, disable, or threaten any civil aircraft in service. Mexican
authorities shall only apply procedures for the interception of Civil Aircraft that are
in conformance with this agreement.



(d) The Government of the United Mexican States will issue a public statement
indicating that civil aircraft in service will not be damaged, destroyed, disabled, or
threatened;

(e) The Government of the United Mexican States will inform the Government of the
United States of America of any civil aircraft in service that is fired upon. This
obligation will be applicable whenever the Mexican authorities conduct an
interception operation based on information provided by the United States of
America.

For purposes of this Diplomatic Note:

1. An aircraft is considered to be "in service" from the beginning of preflight preparation
of the aircraft by ground personnel or by the crew for a specific flight, while the
aircraft is in flight, and until twenty-four hours after any landing, and the interception
procedure established by the Government of the United Mexican States will apply to
aircraft "in service."

2. An aircraft is considered to be "in flight" from the moment when all its external doors
are closed following embarkation until the moment when any such door is opened for
disembarkation and, in the case of a forced landing, the flight will be deemed to
continue until the competent authorities take over responsibility for the aircraft and
for persons and property on board.

3. The two Governments will work in a coordinated fashion in the framework of shared
responsibility in defining strategies to strengthen and improve information-sharing
mechanisms and bilateral cooperation actions in this field.

4. Either of the two Governments may terminate or suspend these provisions regarding
their cooperation at any time by sending the other Government thirty (30) days'
written notice.

If the foregoing terms are acceptable to the Government of the United Mexican
States, this Note and your Note in reply communicating your agreement will constitute an
agreement between the two Governments, which will enter into force on the date of your reply."

The Embassy is pleased to communicate to the Department of State that the
Government of the United Mexican States accepts the terms of the Department's Note and,
accordingly, the Department's Note and this Note in reply constitute an agreement between the two
Governments, which will enter into force on the date of this Note.

Washington, D.C., March 4, 2011

To the Department of State
Washington, D.C.
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